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of law enforcement officers experience difficulties 
in identifying species and animal products 90% 
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WCS China 
advantage 

 Endorsement by Government 
(Forestry Police, Customs, etc.) 

 400+ species database 

Well-established practice of 
capacity building workshops 

 24/7 Experts’ Support 

 Extensive network of civil 
society partners 
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Features 
• Computer assisted 

search 
• Expert support 
• News feed 
• Geo-location 
Database 
• 200 species 
Deployment 
• Beijing and 

Guangdong law enf. 
Platform 
• iOS 

Features 
• Case Reporting 
• Social media 

integration 
Database 
• >400 species 
• 15 products 
Deployment 
• Customs 
• NGOs 
Platform 
• Android 

Features 
• Multilanguage 

support 
Database 
• >600 species 
• >30 products 
Platform 
• HTML5 (web-

based) 

Timeline 

Phase I 
2012-3 

Phase II 
2013-4 

Phase III 
2014-5 
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FEATURE OPTIONS  (note: choice is not compulsory) REMARKS 

BODY  
SIZE 

<15 cm 15<x<25
cm 

26<x<3
0 cm 

31<x<60 
cm 

>60 cm Unsure 
Selection 

includes +/-  
5 cm tolerance 

PLUMAGE 
COLOR 

Multiple choice 
available 

BEAK 
SHAPE 

Hooked Small Big Long Short Upturne
d 

Flat 
 

Unsure  

CLAW 
SHAPE 

2 front 
+ 2 rear 

3 front + 
1 rear  

2 front+ 
1 rear 

All front pawed Unsure  

BODY 
SHAPE 

Parrot Eagle Passerif
ormes 

Goose & 
duck 

Owl Pigeon & 
dove 

Egret & 
Crane 

Pheasant Others 

Search key criteria (birds) 
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5 制品智能查询 Product Smart ID 

Products  
(tooth, ivory, 

bone, horn, etc.) 

Direct 
observation 

UV light 

Burning 
Chemical smell? 

Acute angle net pattern？ 

Obtuse angle net pattern？ 

Relief pattern？ 

Purple spots? 

Unsure 

White or light blue 
fluorescence? 

Dark blue? 

Unsure 

Unsure 

Probable 
ivory 

Search key criteria (ivory products) 
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Identification is 
difficult? 

Take a 
picture 

Submit it to our 
experts team 

Real time 
analysis <8h 

Receive follow-up 
& response 

Remote experts’ support 
 4+ authoritative experts for each sector 

active at any time (birds, mammals, turtles 
and tortoises, generic). 

 Global network of WCS experts. 

 Geographically distributed team to ensure 
<8h processing of incoming inquiries. 

 Official collaboration with the Chinese 
Endangered Species Scientific Commission. 
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Geographic location is used to provide quick reference to the closest 

law enforcement and animal welfare organizations, to facilitate intervention through the 

submission of detailed reports and to collect anonymous statistics for assessing the size 
and distribution of reported illegal wildlife trade. 
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Social media integration with existing Chinese platforms will 

enable a greater public involvement and facilitate the outreach of our initiatives 

through ad-hoc promotion and sensitization activities.  
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Database back-end provides an easy-to-use interface that allows for a 

collaborative management and updating of 400 and counting detailed species records. 
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Promotion and dissemination 
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Synergy 

Wildlife 
Guardian 

Framework 

Market 
monitoring 

Training 
workshops 

Public/LE 
sensitization 

Wildlife Guardian will 
become a framework for 
consolidating current 
WCS strategies to fight 
illegal wildlife trade and 
enhance their impact. 
 
Market monitoring 
activities are the main 
focus of this software. Its 
versatile capabilities will 
also enable to deliver 
knowledge and sensitize 
both the public and law 
enforcement officers 
towards wildlife 
protection. 
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Test case 

A law enforcement team 
has found a bird that looks 
like a parrot in a pet shop in 
Guangzhou.  
 
A quick on-site 
identification of this bird’s 
species is needed to 
understand whether its 
trade is illegal or not, and 
assess how severe is the 
breach of law. 

Body size: around 500 mm 
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Mammals 

Birds 

Turtles 

Soft-shell turtles 

Body size 

Plumage color 

Beak shape 

Claw shape 

Similar to… 

Search 

3-step identification 

3 
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The shop-keeper is 
required to show the 
license for trading this bird. 
If they fail to provide it, 
action must be taken 
according to the laws and 
regulations referenced in 
the species fact-sheet. 

 Derby’s Parakeet 
 listed in CITES Appendix II 
 sale prohibited without license. 
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Contact  us: wcschina@wcs.org 

Now available on iTunes 
http://china.wcs.org/s/WildlifeID_iOS.aspx 

WCS Wildlife Guardian 

mailto:wcschina@wcs.org
http://china.wcs.org/s/WildlifeID_iOS.aspx
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