AMZING OCEAN GIANTS
OF BANGLADESH
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Threatened marine mammals include Irrawaddy dolphins
in nearshore, low-salinity waters; Indo-Pacific humpback
dolphins and Indo-Pacific finless porpoises in slightly
deeper, more saline waters; and Indo-Pacific bottlenose
dolphins in much deeper, higher-salinity waters af the
head of the SoNG.

Other threatened Ocean Giants include olive ridley and green turtles
o SUNDARBANS
as well as critically endangered sawfish, endangered hammerhead

sharks, and numerous vulnerable sharks and rays. SoNG MPA

Although Bangladesh supports relatively large populations of Ocean mué;i'uo:d BAY OF BENGAL

Giants, these species are threatened by fatal entanglements in

fishing gears and increasing salinity and changes in current patterns

due to climate change. ’

To safequard Ocean Giants, in October 2014 the Government of A %
Bangladesh declared its first marine protected area in 1,738 km? of Irrawaddy Dolphir
shallow estuarine waters offshore of the Sundarbans mangrove

forest and deep marine waters af the head of the SoNG. The
Bangladesh Ministry of Environment and Forests is currently working

with other government institutions and fishing communities to
develop and support a management plan to conserve Ocean Giants s S

in the SoNG MPA. d R

Another promising initiative aims to obtain better information on Bottlenose Dolphins
fatal entanglements of Ocean Giants by engaging gillnet fishermen
in a Citizen Science Fishermen Safety Network. These fishermen

monitor their nets, rescue live Ocean Giants when they become |
entangled, and collect information on their fishing pracfices, catches, | a0
and bycatches. In exchange, they are provided with a GPS and .. Spinner Dolphin
fraining on how to use it to navigate to safety during exireme storms ~gEigperr Bos |
which are becoming more frequent due to climate change.
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By establishing marine protected areas and working closely with
fishing communities, the Government of Bangladesh is helping to
provide a global safety net for Ocean Giants threatened with near
term extinction.
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