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   What work do foresters do?



Dedicated to my mother without whose 
support and unconditional love, 

spending time over this activity was next 
to impossible…



Dear foresters, 
  

You have not sought for Fame or 
favour,  

yours has been a love of labour.  
Ours thanks!  

Instead of desert sand you‘ve given 
us this green and growing land… 

~Ruskin Bond 



I am trying to answer the most 
frequently asked question to me... 
"What exactly is the work done by 

foresters?"  
This series is to make people aware of 

the seasonal routines of the green 
warriors who keep working sincerely 

at the ground level without much 
recognition and notice... This is a 

compilation of pictorial 
representation of the same made by a 

character crafted out of the paper 
flags and sketch pens! 

These small steps we take during the 
course of our duty will go farther in 
conserving the nature and making 

this earth a better place… 

-Piyusha Pramod Jagtap



Dear little seedlings, It's time you go to the field 
and establish yourself for a long run...



These little structures can be easily made at home... 
Children and adults can enjoy the activity alike! Join 

hands with foresters to be a 'green bomber'... 



Let's try knowing what goes behind the tree 
planting photos that flood the social media on 

the day of planting!



वन महो&व... The planting festival... Celebrate the 
nature by 'growing greens' and 'growing 

greener' in all possible ways!!!



Trace back the origin of wooden chair you are 
sitting on! It all begins here... Teak stumps are the 

cropped version of teak seedlings used for 



Tiger tracking is regular activity in the Tiger Reserves. 
Different signs left by the wild cats are used for this, 
pug-marks being common. Trust me, it is equally 
thrilling and sometimes far better than actually 
sighting a tiger! (Specially when you are on foot! 



Monsoons are magical, they bring everything 
to life! Monsoon patrolling is a thrilling 

experience indeed! Amidst leech-bites and 
gushing waters, slippery rocks and pouring 

clouds, foresters keep moving! No wonder 
they match the struggle of every other 
component of the forest to survive and 

protect…



YES to responsible eco-tourism... BIG NO to 
the loud music and hooliganism in the 

wild...



Natural regeneration (NR) are the young plants that 
grow naturally. We just supplement the healthy ones 
with some soil working, weeding and tending to 
encourage it's growth! Helping nature is helping 
humans... 



They don't have space @home... Have 
space for them in your !  

 ADOPT an ANIMAL... and not just the 
charismatic species but also those less 

known! 



Though it has been an age old practice, with increasing 
number of cattle and constant pressure on land 

resource, free and uncontrolled grazing on forest land 
is no longer sustainable... Solutions are cut and carry 
grasses for stall feeding and strict implementation of 
rotational grazing as per realistic carrying capacity. 
Anti-grazing drives may seem 'Anti-people' however 

they are with the sole intention of protecting forests for 
larger humanity! 



Rescuing the sea turtles and helping them get back to 
their habitat is a praiseworthy initiative... They often 

need to be hospitalised for a while in the Transit 
Treatment Centre! Hope we understand the effects of 

trashing our marine habitats!!! 



Utmost satisfaction is when you see the plants 
grow and rain accumulate in the water 

conservation structures meant to feed it in the dry 
spells... It's like caring for your own baby!!!  



Our efforts to save the few that are left... 



Remedies against own doings! WE as humans have taken 
them close to extinction due to various reasons including 
loss of habitat and undue interference in the eco-systems! 

WE as foresters are trying to undo some of it... 



 Protecting the protectors...



Forest laws are perceived as hurdles in the 
'developmental projects' but they are necessary to 

conserve that is left. We as humans make the laws, we as 
humans might perceive them differently but we know 

they are needed! Else the tragedy is not far away!



Get ‘bambooed’… de-regulating it's 
production and use we try to promote it's 
cultivation-harvest-utilization... And of 
course skill development to encourage 

sustainable livelihoods!



Specially to 'create forests' in the urban spaces and water 
scarce regions using intensive techniques like mulching 
and irrigation. Local species are preferred. The entire 

plantation patch behaves like a family... Intricately 
linked with each other below the ground... and they 

support growth! They are an eco-system...



"Maintain Mangroves:Make Money"... 
yeah! This important aspect of viable 

business options to locals goes far way 
in conserving the coastal biodiversity! 
Strengthen the stakeholders to achieve 

their participation in conservation 
efforts! 



If someone asks "Why just tiger?" please 
understand tiger survives if it's habitat does 

and vice versa! 29th July is observed as 'Global 
Tiger Day’. Let's join hands to conserve this 

illustrious beauty and it's home! 



Co-existence is the key! If u encounter one in your 
house know that !  were always there. Just accept 

this and let them BE! We and our extended hands are 
ready to help!



We stand by the WORLDs' RANGERS... We stand 
by those who PROTECT our future!!! Do you? 



We try to ensure that locals don't have to bear the 
burden of conservation which indirectly is the result 

of what man did in the course of 'development'... 



What you drink stems from here... All those Soil-
Moisture-Conservation (SMC) structures make water to 

stay more, prevent silting of the dams, percolate and 
recharge the water tables near and far alike! 

They are made scientifically considering slope, runoff 
and soil structure, etc. Includes different check dams, 

contour trenches and forest ponds! 



Damage has to be repaired and man-animal 
conflict to be reduced. But it hurts when the 
'learned' people 'disown' the Wild and keep 

repeating "your (forest depts') animals"... They 
are ours we all have to protect them! 



Ultimately it is all about conservation of forests! 
TRIBALS paying price for the so-called 

'development' and FORESTERS bound by their 
duties and concern for saving that is being lost! 

TOGETHER we SAVE! 



Work doesn't end after planting the saplings... 
Rather the next most important step is to keep it 

weed-free to ensure it's survival! We keep 
growing! 



Let the 'Responsible Freedom' prevail... 
Forests, Biodiversity, WildLife and indigenous 

communities are major part of the country... Let us 
extend the 'freedom' to them and contribute in their 

conservation and well-being. 



Monsoons bring wild delicacies... The only key is their 
non-destructive harvest!  



Hope WE PEOPLE learn to coexist and keep the corridors 
free for this intelligent and majestic animal... 

No method is full proof. This is only a temporary solution. 
Real solution lies in keeping their range and corridors 

human free so that the elephants have their adequate share 
of land and resources in the country... Humans pls know!



World Photographer's Day! Let's celebrate these 
green photographers who collect the most direct 

possible evidences of Wild life through the skillful 
placement of CAMERA TRAPS... 



Tackling man-animal conflict in various ways includes 
rescue operations! Mostly of the Wild animals. Tracking 

them, Tranquillising them under supervision of vets, 
capturing them n their release... All require special skill 

sets! No weak heart can do this! Three cheers to the 
RAPID RESCUERS IN KHAKI!!!



Heavy rains, no roads, hilly tracts, no 
shelter, taller grasses and closed 
canopies... Wading through the 

waters... We keep going!



Be it State Forest Training Institutes n colleges, network 
under DFE and CASFOS or IGNFA, All FORESTERS are 

TRAINED... And these institutions not just impart 
scientific angles but also ever-cherished lifetime 

memories to them! 



Transit treatment centres and rescue centres are like 
hospitals for wild life... They are open and in full swing 
during the corona times as well! Cheers to the unsung 

vets and khakis that man them! 



You just need the right attitude and abundance of  
!  

 for nature!



These places are the hub of quality timber largely 
from the forest origin. Maintained and operated 
professionally throughout the country. Earning 

revenue for the state and supplying quality timber to 
the market! 



Considering the huge pressure on land resources, 
protection is one most important thing for any 

plantation to establish! Resources, terrain and local 
conditions determine which method is adopted for 

fencing!  



11th September is observed as ‘Forest Martyrs’ Day’ to 
commemorate the supreme sacrifice people made to save 

the Khejri trees long back! We pay our respects to all 
those who laid their lives while protecting the greens!



No big deal it might seem, however one of the most 
effective ways of saving forests from cutting down, 

specially the smaller girth trees. 
Added benefits... Lot of efforts saved and lungs free 

of smoke for the womenfolk increasing their 
productivity and livelihood opportunities! 

Believe me it takes huge effort in convincing people 
and creating long term behavioural changes... 



Monsoon tourism in many places is turning into 
littering adventure! Few places operated for the eco-

tourism purpose have mechanisms to dispose this 
garbage, however most of the places it is only 

'responsible tourist' who can help!  



Mostly done under supervision of the researchers 
and veterinarians wherever necessary, these 

techniques serve the best to understand movement 
and behavioural patterns of wild life. Also plays an 

important role in monitoring and management, 
specially the striped big cats! 



NICs are face of the forest that tourists and enthusiast 
visit. They have to be educative enough and entertaining 

as well! This calls for lot of creativity and efforts in its 
maintenance... No wonder khaki does it well!  



In places where there are abundant climbers of 
Bauhinia, forest dependent communities benefit from 
these. Long term sustainable harvest is the only thing 

that matters! Training local Self Help Groups and 
providing marketing platforms is taken up. 



Road kills is a common issue in areas where roads 
cross the wildlife habitats. This Wildlife Week (1st to 
7th October) let's pledge to be more considerate and 

careful as we drive on the roads crossing wildlife 
habitats... 



Encroachment removal on forest land is the real 
challenge which stems out of the constant scarcity 
of land resources. Debated widely from the typical 

pro-people, populist angles, there are few who 
support it from the perspective of the Forester. 

Might seem unpleasant to many but it's our duty 
and we are doing it!  



Forests are open treasures, hundreds of hectares 
managed by a single forest guard. Illicit felling i.e. 

illegal felling of trees for different purposes like timber, 
fuel, products like catechu, sandal wood, gums and 

resins and for clearing of land is usual offence seen in the 
forests. We try our best to restrict it, and still if it takes 

place we do everything what a policeman does!  



Grasslands... They are lifelines for many many 
herbivores and domestic cattle both within and 

outside the forests. Never taken very seriously, they 
are either over grazed, converted to agricultural 

lands or woody plantations! We practice meadow 
development and management in some wild-life rich 

areas for the reason. But there's still much much 
more to it!  



Talk of the time… We are those who actually 
work with these huge beings who can be both net 
emitter or net absorber of Carbon! It all depends 

on what management principles we follow…



These were some of the 
activities carried out 

during monsoons along 
with routine works 
carried out by the 

foresters… Since most 
of the works are 

seasonal, more to come! 

To be continued… 

Thank You


