What work do foresters do?

The Lesser
Known Khalki
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Dedicated to my mother without whose
support and unconditional love,
spending time over this activity was next
to impossible...



Dear foresters,

You have not sought for Fame or
Javour,
yours has been a love of labour.
Ours thanks!
Instead of desert sand you‘ve given
us this green and growing land...

~Ruskin Bond



I am trying to answer the most
frequently asked question to me...
"What exactly is the work done by
foresters?"

This series is to make people aware of
the seasonal routines of the green
warriors who keep working sincerely
at the ground level without much
recognition and notice... This is a
compilation of pictorial
representation of the same made by a
character crafted out of the paper
flags and sketch pens!

These small steps we take during the
course of our duty will go farther in
conserving the nature and making
this earth a better place...

-Piyusha Pramod Jagtap
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Dear little seedlings, It's time you go to the field
and establish yourself for a long run...
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These little structures can be easily made at home...
Children and adults can enjoy the activity alike! Join
hands with foresters to be a 'green bomber'...
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Let's try knowing what goes behind the tree
planting photos that flood the social media on
the day of planting!
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WAPPY VAN MRHOTSHVA WEEK ...
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Txees ave not jut planfed wuwg -”‘"’*’/"”%---
STUMP PLANTING s an eos , cheapex &
w?o\d»& adopted method tn teak pwvduchen oxinl
TEAK STUMP
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Trace back the origin of wooden chair you are
sitting on! It all begins here... Teak stumps are the
cropped version of teak seedlings used for
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STRVGGLE ...

Monsoons are magical, they bring everything
to life! Monsoon patrolling is a thrilling
experience indeed! Amidst leech-bites and
gushing waters, slippery rocks and pouring
clouds, foresters keep moving! No wonder
they match the struggle of every other
component of the forest to survive and
protect...
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MONSOON TOURISM @ ECO -TOURISM SITES 18
EverjoneS' avoumite .. :
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YES to responsible eco-tourism... BIG NO to
the loud music and hooliganism in the
wild...
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Natural regeneration (NR) are the young plants that
grow naturally. We just supplement the healthy ones
with some soil working, weeding and tending to
encourage it's growth! Helping nature is helping
humans...
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AV WE WANT PARENTS...
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They don't have space @home... Have
space for them in your
ADOPT an ANIMAL... and not just the
charismatic species but also those less
known!
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Though it has been an age old practice, with increasing
number of cattle and constant pressure on land
resource, free and uncontrolled grazing on forest land
is no longer sustainable... Solutions are cut and carry
grasses for stall feeding and strict implementation of
rotational grazing as per realistic carrying capacity.
Anti-grazing drives may seem 'Anti-people’ however
they are with the sole intention of protecting forests for
larger humanity!
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Rescuing the sea turtles and helping them get back to
their habitat is a praiseworthy initiative... They often
need to be hospitalised for a while in the Transit
Treatment Centre! Hope we understand the effects of
trashing our marine habitats!!!
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13(&9er Flw\taﬂﬁn models and amePxiatQ Soul-
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Utmost satisfaction is when you see the plants
grow and rain accumulate in the water
conservation structures meant to feed it in the dry
spells... It's like caring for your own baby!!!
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FLOOD RESCUE is inportant epexation in the
Hood prone asua. . Speci in the plains and
1he liger sutvwer like KAZIRANGA ) We b# oux
ber 1o save the few that o lﬁf{'!!!
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Our efforts to save the few that are left...
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CONSERVATION GREEPING PROGRAMME
e the Last st o pravensr exlineioy ]
spéu‘u I omostly ex-sihy
A zo0s, ete followed Bj, velease n

THEY ARE NECESSPARY, NOT OPTIONS ...
@z

Remedies against own doings! WE as humans have taken

them close to extinction due to various reasons including

loss of habitat and undue interference in the eco-systems!
WE as foresters are trying to undo some of it...
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Its neot }uu’ the Land we Dui’ 1o FaJnL 8,Q,eml_ Seas
ax¥e no n(cf)h'on!_l! MANGROVES ove the wondexs ol
naluxe that stabilize the coasts, (yeale a protective
bavyiex dum}\% stoxms and provide habitar {or
manj many MARINE & ESTUARINE cveafuses ...

' " _PAINTING ﬂ'\e COﬁST-S
GREEN...

Protecting the protectors...
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We /'mp(emenr fhe FOREST LAWS. They ave not
ANTI- DEVELOPEMENT ov ANTI- PEOPLE but only
PRO- FOREST I,
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Forest laws are perceived as hurdles in the
'developmental projects' but they are necessary to
conserve that is left. We as humans make the laws, we as
humans might perceive them differently but we know
they are needed! Else the tragedy is not far away!




TRE LESSER KNOWN KHAKI] #13

The MIRACLE GRRASS - BAMBOO can be wied
04 ponderful a)fesnaliie 10 Pwua,. make «yeaf
matewial To buud ev @.ﬁ‘vgxhuub

Get ‘bambooed’... de-regulating it's
production and use we try to promote it's
cultivation-harvest-utilization... And of
course skill development to encourage
sustainable livelihoods!
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Specially to 'create forests'in the urban spaces and water
scarce regions using intensive techniques like mulching
and irrigation. Local species are preferred. The entire
plantation patch behaves like a family... Intricately
linked with each other below the ground... and they
support growth! They are an eco-system...
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"Maintain Mangroves:Make Money'...
yeah! This important aspect of viable
business options to locals goes far way
in conserving the coastal biodiversity!
Strengthen the stakeholders to achieve
their participation in conservation
efforts!
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T am J"""‘t the FACE o& all lhe consexvation
eﬁotIs done sofar! SAVING ME means

SECURING your own .
-+ WATER Yesources

— BIODIVERSIVY
— AIR CLEANSING
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If someone asks "Why just tiger?" please
understand tiger survives if it's habitat does
and vice versa! 29th July is observed as 'Global
Tiger Day’. Let's join hands to conserve this
tllustrious beauty and it's home!
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Thanks 1o those many many hands that hetp in
Yesaung Snakes ftom the urban oseas | These
Lvealures , mostly hawmles houe been Loewfma, {n
the place. PwPle. panic &'\ba wihen t)\ela, malce.
appaoseones ) B|UT

please vernembex ...
Playing with them , clickin 4
3‘;%56 ‘dave dewil’
Photos , d\'sP\mé,
s exF)oir them
. fw buiiness
o thaue

WILD-LIFE PROTECTION
ACT 1972 |

oV LLEANARL
All the so- called
‘Snake buends’!
leHing thern be (n their habidax
and Naveiding Weraclions is
the. best fuendship with

L

/e snadasll]

2 .
Co-existence is the key! If u encounter one in your

house know that = were always there. Just accept
this and let them BE! We and our extended hands are
ready to help!
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The wotd RANGER means ‘Keeper of fhe émru[g’
also wu'olehé, called °© FORESTER’ for. that veasonl

WORLD RANGER DAY is Lelbsated B yemember
and cdebratr the wwek mﬁm'dp t pavlect the
wottds nalweal &« cultural doae ...
M S
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not %uxx the RFOs
CRange Fovax Okk\wu)
pv ROs (Round Officens)
wWhoave knewn 'Rm\%eu' 1 Its
them of uxse with all
those Sdu’\ﬁ&ic ma.n%eu
out thexe m g ,
PWTUE’\-% ) wmexvin% our
FORESTS |

We stand by the WORLDs' RANGERS... We stand
by those who PROTECT our future!!! Do you?




THe LESSER KNOWN KHAK! 3F24

Man- antmal con{&:,t s mosk pnvaimt in The
*‘Linﬁu of Wild-life aveas and villages avound ...
To Fncih the locals and prevent ﬂegﬂive velahions
COPMPENSATION 4 prowided s per pravalent moxkt
xalus! Tf @ TIGER [LiON) LEOPARD O¥ any predatov
,Kills the domealic catile, , compensalion. u paid To
the. aga,»u'wed...
TIMEL! COMPENSATION
FOR KILLS MADE BY
WILD- LIFE is pav’
of RIGHT To PUBLIC
, SERVICES .

WE ENSURE
REACHES PEOPLE )
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We try to ensure that locals don't have to bear the
burden of conservation which indirectly is the result
of what man did in the course of 'development’...
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What you drink stems from here... All those Soil-
Moisture-Conservation (SMC) structures make water to
stay more, prevent silting of the dams, percolate and
recharge the water tables near and far alike!

They are made scientifically considering slope, runoff
and soil structure, etc. Includes different check dams,
contour trenches and forest ponds!
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When wild aumals olamo.az Cofd Wk FROVIVE
COMPENSRATION a+ a rau 9% qovexnmenkt

poliy 18 xeduo & rimbuwue man-animal

t l AND MANY TIMES

STILL, public Tepresenta-
- Lives ¥ buseauoeoty

Damage has to be repaired and man-animal
conflict to be reduced. But it hurts when the
'learned’ people 'disown’ the Wild and keep
repeating "your (forest depts') animals"... They
are ours we all have to protect them!
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Fovesks anad TRIBES ouue ﬁ_f_t/ull F_Q_)J_o{) each ofho)(: eince, human,
ivilizations beaan . Tvaditiohally Txibal CULIURE i all about
SUSTAINABILITY... However dut 1o inexeaung popul alion , Uleckoral
polibics, 1'igmq< (omfeﬁhbn ! -}mu’rw + Tvbali o af Lo%uhmd,s!
Tssuus Like h}mhn% . iue%al comm excial %uw\t& , enawachmenla , efc.
UwF “F wvbkvlivive eIRL _,Vowa#

. | Yeloear ;
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able to veach
A bar setle ments
SYear de,Pa.\Imw a
the OV\La' ovexnment’
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Ultimately it is all about conservation of forests!
TRIBALS paying price for the so-called
'development’ and FORESTERS bound by their
duties and concern for saving that is being lost!
TOGETHER we SAVE!
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Woek dount «lep aﬁtm Fumlu\?, m:uo{bﬁv}%«.
WEEDING 50§ WORKIir 0L Two tmp.
Operalions coued out i ihe lale PO of
monsoons . This reduces %Pdu&sn with The
weeds & (xeafus Sou mulch 1is contowe wolic
Y the % NG LCGJW‘_
" R Also those lush qreen
upvooted grasdes oxe wsed
sometimes ba locals
as %oddu. !

Work doesn't end after planting the saplings...
Rather the next most important step is to keep it
weed-free to ensure it's survival! We keep

growing!
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Nation is nol just ifs people
\Nd’ But also ifs lmod.vus.ha, and.
\\ Wwild \l%e We engure oOuy COuJ)Tr}
%ds al the <lean aix , Wﬁ
f wale, and better healih ...
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ngboh’su ouy
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discipine and
patvotism To
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Natuyal
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'Indefzendence Dag is

an oPFod’wuf% to imbibe

% vYemember the eﬁod:s

thot go m aduc and,
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RESPON \BLE R
FREEDOM !!\. PIyveta

Let the 'Responsible Freedom' prevail...
Forests, Biodiversity, WildLife and indigenous
communities are major part of the country... Let us
extend the 'freedom' to them and contribute in their
conservation and well-being.
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caxests haue 40 much 1e n%ml SPe te

MONSOONS wher mam& many w.ld Ve e‘l’aHu,
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A U C2 (\i nuDulion ‘To ﬁru locals a.nd, ‘\'qudk a
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e xhibitis To male P%Pk aware abo

Monsoons bring wild delicacies... The only key is their
non-destructive harvest!
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™ na, ‘Human - Elephmx conHir thvolves twe
s .atc%ia--- RETAINING them in their habitar
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J'] innovative basgiens)

is alse edqu.
|| impovtant |

Hope WE PEOPLE learn to coexist and keep the corridors
free for this intelligent and majestic animal...

No method is full proof. This is only a temporary solution.
Real solution lies in keeping their range and corridors
human free so that the elephants have their adequate share
of land and resources in the country... Humans pls know!
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umera - Deappin the wild anbmals & an (ranf/)m’
activity  To undelennd, st ldé and I wid animals .
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World Photographer's Day! Let's celebrate these
green photographers who collect the most direct
possible evidences of Wild life through the skillful
placement of CAMERA TRAPS...
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TRANQU".‘Z'NG‘ a wild anumal and Us

» . 0 Nor1 ; 10 y a)/d
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TEAMS [UNITS e olways
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Tackling man-animal conflict in various ways includes
rescue operations! Mostly of the Wild animals. Tracking
them, Tranquillising them under supervision of vets,
capturing them n their release... All require special skill

sets! No weak heart can do this! Three cheers to the
RAPID RESCUERS IN KHAK1I!!!




THE LESSER KNOWN KHAKL 334
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Heavy rains, no roads, hilly tracts, no
shelter, taller grasses and closed

canopies... Wading through the
waters... We keep going!
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"‘\l"f g*(\rr the Head f-{, ?mxmf' Foxce. (HoFF) to the
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o \)uummo
., “n,, FORESTRY,.

Training s also
most enviching ang
evexchexished phase in

eeny Toecton” bije

Be it State Forest Training Institutes n colleges, network
under DFE and CASFOS or IGNFA, All FORESTERS are
TRAINED... And these institutions not just impart
scientific angles but also ever-cherished lifetime
memories to them!
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The Tvanuit Teeatment Centexs catews e the shoer
Yesum xeciuiu,menn oF vaacued wuduy,wbwm
Resete centers & zoos house animals not fit fov
velease N widd bakitals .
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Transit treatment centres and rescue centres are like
hospitals for wild life... They are open and in full swing
during the corona times as well! Cheers to the unsung
vets and khakis that man them!
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fovesters are €oztunate People‘, Thué wotk Close

1o nafuxc,rrwsxl% in FLQou which oae wich In
BIODIVERSITY and WEALTH of NATURE...
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You just need the right attitude and abundance of

for nature!
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TIMBER DEPQIS 0ne the ]vim‘u where Timbex !'1/('9\/7 oxs
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These places are the hub of quality timber largely
Jrom the forest origin. Maintained and operated
professionally throughout the country. Earning
revenue for the state and supplying quality timber to
the market!
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11th September is observed as ‘Forest Martyrs’ Day’ to
commemorate the supreme sacrifice people made to save
the Khejri trees long back! We pay our respects to all
those who laid their lives while protecting the greens!
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No big deal it might seem, however one of the most
effective ways of saving forests from cutting down,
specially the smaller girth trees.

Added benefits... Lot of efforts saved and lungs free
of smoke for the womenfolk increasing their
productivity and livelihood opportunities!
Believe me it takes huge effort in convincing people
and creating long term behavioural changes...
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Monsoon tourism in many places is turning into
littering adventure! Few places operated for the eco-
tourism purpose have mechanisms to dispose this
garbage, however most of the places it is only
'responsible tourist’' who can help!
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Mostly done under supervision of the researchers
and veterinarians wherever necessary, these
techniques serve the best to understand movement
and behavioural patterns of wild life. Also plays an
important role in monitoring and management,
specially the striped big cats!
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NICs are face of the forest that tourists and enthusiast
visit. They have to be educative enough and entertaining
as well! This calls for lot of creativity and efforts in its
maintenance... No wonder khaki does it well!
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In places where there are abundant climbers of
Bauhinia, forest dependent communities benefit from
these. Long term sustainable harvest is the only thing

that matters! Training local Self Help Groups and
providing marketing platforms is taken up.
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Road kills is a common issue in areas where roads
cross the wildlife habitats. This Wildlife Week (1st to
7th October) let's pledge to be more considerate and

careful as we drive on the roads crossing wildlife
habitats...
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Encroachment removal on forest land is the real
challenge which stems out of the constant scarcity
of land resources. Debated widely from the typical

pro-people, populist angles, there are few who
support it from the perspective of the Forester.

Might seem unpleasant to many but it's our duty

and we are doing it!
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Forests are open treasures, hundreds of hectares
managed by a single forest guard. Illicit felling i.e.
illegal felling of trees for different purposes like timber,
Juel, products like catechu, sandal wood, gums and
resins and for clearing of land is usual offence seen in the
Jorests. We try our best to restrict it, and still if it takes
place we do everything what a policeman does!
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Grasslands... They are lifelines for many many
herbivores and domestic cattle both within and
outside the forests. Never taken very seriously, they
are either over grazed, converted to agricultural
lands or woody plantations! We practice meadow
development and management in some wild-life rich
areas for the reason. But there's still much much
more to it!
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Talk of the time... We are those who actually
work with these huge beings who can be both net
emitter or net absorber of Carbon! It all depends

on what management principles we follow...




These were some of the
activities carried out
during monsoons along
with routine works
carried out by the
foresters... Since most
of the works are
seasonal, more to come!

To be continued...

Thank You



